Athletic Code of Conduct


GENERAL STATEMENT Interscholastic athletics are a voluntary part of the total educational program, designed to contribute to the complete education of the individual through physical, mental, and social stimulation. They are presented in an environment conducive to the development of the individual’s action within a cooperative situation, even under emotional stress. The successful application of the information found within this manual depends upon the cooperation of the player’s, coaches, teachers, and parents involved, The school administrator and the Board of Directors have approved all philosophy, rules, procedures, and information pertaining to athletics. The objectives of our athletic program are to teach sound sportsmanship in a competitive atmosphere, emotional control, honesty, cooperation, and desirable social traits. Some of the most important outcomes for the student athlete are a respect for authority, learning the spirit of hard work and sacrifice, the attainment of physical fitness, and a desire to excel.

 
ATHLETIC PHILOSOPHY The athletic program shall be directed so that the student is the primary concern. Major emphasis shall be placed on the philosophy that athletics are an extension of the educational program and the classroom, an attempt shall be made to encourage as many students as possible to share in the benefits of interscholastic competition. Although participation will be encouraged, it is a privilege to compete as a team member within the school. Athletes assume a leadership role when competing on an athletic team. Efforts should be - made to make Countryside Academy and the community proud. 


GENERAL REGULATIONS An athlete is defined by any student participating in a school sponsored extracurricular sport or athletic activity, including intramural's. As a voluntary member of the Michigan 1-Ugh School Athletic Association, Countryside follows all regulations of the MHSAA Handbook, for example, all athletes must receive a sports physical from a doctor before being allowed to begin practice. We are currently a member of the Red Arrow Conference and abide all rules and regulations concerning the conference. 


Students in grades 7- 12 will be able to participate by maintaining a 2.0 or better grade point average. Participation in practice and team membership will be affected if these standards are not met. 


Behavior - an athlete’s behavior at school, practice, or games (home or away) can affect an athlete’s eligibility at any time. Athletes visiting other schools for athletic purposes are expected to behave in a way that will reflect positively on Countryside Academy. Positive behavior is one of the most critical goals of this athletic department. 


Quitting- is an undesirable choice of behavior and may affect future participation in athletics. A legitimate reason may be discussed with the coach, athletic director, principal, and/or administrator. 


Missing practice - will affect playing time and possibly result in removal from the team. 


Traveling/Transportation - we currently do not have a bus and rely on parents/guardians to transport our athletes to away contests. Proper forms must be on file in the high school office for those students and parents transporting athletes other than their own. 


Uniforms - due to MHSAA regulations and Countryside policy, only issued uniforms will be worn by athletes, they will be worn correctly and with no adjustments made to the uniform. Athletes that do not return issued uniforms will be required to reimburse the athletic department the cost of the lost item(s).


 Illegal substances - use and possession, distribution, or sale of illegal substances is a violation of both athletic and school rules. Tobacco and alcohol use is not permitted. Athletes in violation of these or similar rules will be subject to normal school discipline.

 In addition, coaches may make additional, more specific rules if necessary. 


In life, as in sport, poor choice of behavior and actions result in consequences. Since all possible infractions cannot be listed, they will be categorized into minor and major infractions. Most minor infractions will result in missed contests of current season or future sport related contests. Most major infractions will result in removal from the team. The discipline for an athlete that violates these regulations will be determined by the coach, athletic director, principal, and administrator, or any combination thereof. 


AWARDS Varsity letters will be distributed based on criteria determined by coaches and the athletic director. Factors that may affect an athlete earning a varsity letter include, but are not limited to - playing time, attendance of practices, and level of performance. An athlete that competes in a sport all four years will automatically earn a letter at the conclusion of the fourth season. MI-Conference medals will be awarded through criteria determined by the conference by-laws and the individual sport involved. For example, basketball awards are voted on by conference coaches and wrestling awards are earned through winning the weight class at the conference meet. 


INSURANCE the Countryside Academy School District does not have any legal liability, nor assumes any financial responsibility for medical, hospital, or ambulance expenses incurred because of athletic injuries. Athletics is a voluntary program in which the students may participate if they so desire, but does so at their own risk. In the event of an accident, the student must notify their coach immediately to fill out an accident report. We do not have a trainer, but inevitably injuries will occur. The athlete, coaches, and parents/guardians need to work together in order to provide adequate care of injuries and to ensure the overall athletic experience is a safe one.


COMMUNICATION Parents and guardians are welcome to communicate related issues with Countryside staff. We do ask if you have a problem or concern please adhere to the following chain of command First - coach second - athletic director Third - principal Fourth - administrator 

In addition to these policies, the student code of conduct also applies to all athletes. The cancellation of school will result in athletic contests being canceled as well. 

