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Since the last written site reports, many events have occurred and have been presented to the board at the monthly meetings.  Among the events were: Parent – Teacher conferences which maintained the same level (percentage) of parent participation as last year even with the large influx of new students.  This resulted in the highest number of parents in attendance for the junior and senior high school since I have been at Countryside Academy. 
The fall blood drive went as planned.  This was no small accomplishment as our new Social Studies teacher, Jim Hicks, had to take over this task with little time to prepare.  The FFA / Ag Club has begun to meet under the leadership of George McManus IV.  The students were extremely excited at the prospect of continuing the group and their enthusiasm to complete projects is overwhelming.  The students actually requested more lunchtime meetings than had been previously planned upon.  There are thirteen students in regular attendance at the meetings.

The number of demerits for December is twenty six.  There were only thirteen days of school in December so this accounted for a rate of demerits of 2.00 / day average.  This is a slight reduction from the 2.67 / day for the previous two months 
Respectfully submitted,

Steven D. Rigoni

Nancy Harte - Academic Advisor
One of the major events of the fall was the administration of the MEAP to grades three through nine.  Attendance was good so we had 100% participation.  Reports will be released around the end of February.

I attended several conferences this fall. One dealt with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act and an update of the school’s responsibilities toward homeless students.

The state will be conducting random school audits this school year, so at another meeting we were trained in completing a district self-assessment and the materials needed if we were one of the schools selected for an audit.  

Lake Michigan College hosted a counselor’s breakfast to inform attendees of their various programs and on another day, hosted a Financial Aid workshop for an update on the government programs available to high school students.  

Berrien RESA conducts bimonthly meetings of the Counselor’s Academy at which time counselors are updated with pertinent information, i.e, the upcoming changes in forms and information used for school accountability to the state and federal government.

Members of our twelfth grade attended Senior Day at Lake Michigan College in December.  Seniors were given a lot of information which would assist them in their post-graduation plans.  A financial aid workshop is planned for seniors and parents for the near future.   

Derek Nestich 
Athletics  
We have been busy with basketball. The boy’s jr. high season has come to a close. The boys were competitive all season finishing with a combined record of 11-12 (6th/7th grade team 4-6, 7th/8th grade team 7-6). We had 19 total players on two teams (8-6th graders, 7-7th graders, 4-8th graders). I would be lying if I said I wasn’t extremely excited that the 7th/8th grade team recorded wins against Lake Michigan Catholic, Covert, and Michigan Lutheran. It’s the first time we’ve beat these schools in basketball at any level.

We have started a boy’s high school basketball team this year. This team’s schedule is diverse and will play a variety of schools at different levels. The schedule was pieced together over the summer when the decision to start this program was made. This team currently has 11 eligible players. This team has had its struggles but was able to record a victory against Michigan Lutheran’s freshmen team.

The varsity girls basketball season has also begun. An early highlight for this team was a victory against Dream Academy, in which Jackie Prather scored 42 of our 44 points. This team will play their usual Red Arrow Conference schedule. We have 11 girls on this team with the majority being freshmen. We are experimenting with playing high school level games here at Countryside. This team has 2 games scheduled to be played here at the Meadowbrook campus.

The beginning of the girl’s jr. high basketball season is right around the corner. We currently have approximately 16 girls to fill both teams.

And lastly, the high school wrestling season is also under way. This group only has 6 team members but has had some individual success early in the season.

Phys Ed – The elementary has continued with the rotation of activities, including whiffleball and floor hockey. The jr. high classes were able to participate in a lesson presented by First Tee, an organization based in Benton Harbor that introduces students to golf. They plan to come back and work with our kids throughout the rest of the school year. The high school classes finished floor hockey and soccer units.

Some of the high school students are helping me update the appearance of the gym. We’ve painted the east/west walls blue and are replacing the old beige trim with black trim. The black trim does a better job of hiding the marks from shoes and just general wear. I will admit I severely underestimated the timetable of this project (something I usually do at my own home). We will just keep working at it until it is completed.

Senior High

James Hicks 
World History

In World History we have investigated the classical civilizations of the world including the Greeks, the Roman Republic and Empire, Early African societies, Indian Empires, and the early Chinese Dynasties.  The students have been comparing and contrasting these societies to see how they continue to have an impact on our world today.  We have also been investigating the links between these societies.

F.A.R.E.

In this section we have looked at the types of crops that were grown in different parts of the world and how these large civilizations managed to feed their expanding populations as well as the types of resources the societies used.

Michigan History

In Michigan History we have been looking at Michigan’s role within the United States from the Revolutionary War through the Great Depression.  Students have investigated how important Michigan was as a frontier outpost and how Michigan became a state.  Students have also learned about how Michigan’s resources helped the nation develop and the role Michigan played in major events in history.

F.A.R.E.

In this section we have looked at the different types of crops grown in Michigan as well as how Michigan has used its resources of copper, iron, and lumber to become a major industrial area in the United States.

Civics
In Civics the students have been learning about the powers, limitations, and structure of the federal government.  We have looked at the Constitution and the Bill of Rights and how they have changed over the years.  Furthermore, we have explored each branch of the government in order to learn how they function, what powers they wield, and how they are limited in what they do.  Through this study, students have been able to learn how the government functions.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

John Koehler

The 9th grade history class is presently studying the Civil War.  I must confess that it has been a challenge to keep them interested and/or motivated.  They will be working on biographical term papers this month and viewing Civil War videos.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mrs. Sharon Krejci

English 9
During the last three months in English 9 we have completed a short story unit in which students learned to identify the elements of plot and short story.  They also learned to define and identify specific literary devices that authors use to make characters and events come to life and keep readers interested.  Students worked on implementing these same devices in their own writings to improve their skills.  The class then moved on to reading selections in the nonfiction genre as they explored many different types of writings such as biographies, memoirs, essays, and the like.  Students continue to work on writing skills in journal responses to focus questions almost daily.  They have also learned to write a formal letter, a personal narrative, and a descriptive essay.  For the descriptive essay, our class took a walk on the school grounds to look, listen, smell, and hear nature and then come back and write about it.  We continue to refine the writing process and improve their overall sentence structure and paragraph mechanics.  In addition to grammar, writing, and literature, students continue learning new vocabulary words that assist with reading comprehension in our stories as well as words that will expand their communication skills and assist them on their ACT tests.  We are beginning our Novel Unit and are examining the background information about the author and setting of the novel To Kill a Mockingbird.  The focus in this unit will be on the themes in this novel, how it relates to their lives today, and the literary devices used in the novel.  In the past months the freshman class has also spent time in the computer lab working on the Keytrain program to improve reading comprehension skills, which will help in all their classes as well as on standardized tests.  Note:  On November 11, 2010, English 9, English 11 (British Literature) and Drama classes attended a performance of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night.  Students gained insight as to what it takes to put on a play and now understand that plays are meant to be performed, not silently read.  This will be apparent to them as we study (read as reader’s theatre) Romeo and Juliet.
10th Grade American Literature

American Literature students finished the darker side of the Romantic period with the macabre writings of Poe, Hawthorne, and Irving to name a few, as we reviewed elements of plot and literary devices learned in English 9.  We then moved on to the lighter side of the Romantic period with readings from Whitman, Thoreau, Emerson, and the “fireside poets.”  Students learned about the importance of nature during this period and its impact on the writing of that era.  Students identified literary devices and elements of plot in the stories while working on their own writing skills through journal responses and short literary response essays.  They continued to work on new vocabulary words and practiced writing focused on specific grammar concepts.  We then moved on to the Puritan Era where they learned about the strict environment of the Puritan life as we read aloud the Arthur Miller play, “The Crucible.”  The students took their roles in this play very seriously and really got into reading their parts each day.  Of course, this play, being an allegory to the “Red Scare” of the 1950s, has led to great research, writing, and discussion opportunities.   We did some activities before the reading of the play that had them in the midst of a “scare” situation where they had to make decisions and decide whether to admit to something they or their friends were not guilty of or implicate another to save themselves.  This really made them think about how the themes in the play are relevant to their lives today.

Spanish I
In Spanish I, we continue working on verb conjugations and learning new vocabulary about home, family, school, before and after school activities, foods, and restaurants.  Students are learning not only about the different types of foods and meals people from Spanish-speaking countries eat, but also the time differences in mealtimes that vary from country to country.  Students learned fun, new songs to help them learn and remember subject pronouns, days of the week, how to conjugate verbs, and question words to help take the monotony out of learning a language only through dry rules and rote memorization.  We have also worked with total physical response storytelling and learned new vocabulary with these stories outside of the regular textbook.  Students have started to read their first simple short stories and answer questions about them in Spanish.  They are amazed at how much they have learned so far.  Students have also learned about the types of schools they have in Latin-American countries and compared them to schools in the United States (all students in Latin-American countries wear uniforms to school).  We also looked at the more exotic kinds of pets people have in Latin-American countries.  We will continue to focus on speaking more in the target language and utilizing more total physical response stories in the classroom this marking period.  Students also finished part one of a four-part project on their “My Country” or “Mi país” project.  We will work on one more chapter on sports in the month of January and then start preparing for the midterm exam.  During the Day of the Dead celebration, students researched a famous Hispanic person and made a tombstone with decorations in their honor.  They then presented their research and art projects to the class, with about half of it in Spanish.

Spanish II
In Spanish 2, students are moving right along.  Students have learned vocabulary pertaining to taking a trip and preparations for taking a trip, daily routines, body parts, backpacking and camping, and traveling by plane to Latin-American countries.  They have worked up through chapter 3 of the textbook learning about traveling by train in Spain, Mexico, and Peru, as well as all the vocabulary that has to do with train stations and train travel.  We learned a new verb, decir (to say, to tell) in both present and past tense, the past tense of many irregular verbs, and formation of pronouns used after a preposition.  Students acted out a train station seen in reader’s theatre and did other speaking, listening, and partner activities.  Students did a reading about the Panama Canal and learned of its importance to the world trade industry.  Students in this class also finished a more complex part one of four-part project on “My Country” or “Mi pais” project.  We will be finishing up chapter 3 soon and work through chapter 4, a chapter pertaining to restaurants and foods, and then begin reviewing all they have learned for the midterm exam.  Students made Day of the Dead masks to celebrate this holiday.   Dionne Gray won for most creative mask.

Spanish III
Students continue to work on improving their speaking skills during class and several try outside of the classroom as well and are excited to tell about their experiences.  Most of this occurs at their jobs and their employers really take positive notice of this.  Students have learned new vocabulary pertaining to the kitchen, cooking and food preparation, and more food vocabulary.  We then learned about words to use in the emergency rooms and describing different ailments and body parts.  The most important grammar concept they are learning is the subjunctive mood.  This is not easy because it is not used as much in the English language as it is in the romance languages.  We are nearly finished with chapter 3 in the textbook and will get through chapter 4 before our midterm review and exam at the end of the month.  Students continue to use the computer to work with interactive programs that challenge their oral and written skills.  For Day of the Dead, students made sugar skulls and decorated them.  Tiffany Archer was chosen as best decorated.  I have one student for sure, Tiffany Archer, and possibly another, Da’Jonte Oliver, that are planning on going to Costa Rica with me this summer for two weeks.  We are looking into possible fundraising opportunities, as Whirlpool will match what we raise!

F.A.R.E.

One of our Hispanic students brought in homemade authentic mole for all the Spanish classes to try while we celebrated Day of the Dead.  In English 9 we went on our nature walk to write our descriptive essay.  In English 10 we talked about the harsh environment that Puritans had to face when first settling here and how it affected their lifestyle.
Academic Challenge
Our team lost to Bangor on October 10th, but we were victorious over Coloma High School in December.  After the loss to Bangor, the dozen team members decided we should practice three days per week rather than just two.  They are a committed group and were excited about their win over Coloma.  (
Cheerleading Squad
The middle squad season has ended as the high school squad is in full swing.  The middle school squad did a fabulous job this year.  We had nine very committed girls throughout the season as they worked hard on their cheering and stunting skills.  Our new high school squad is really shining this year as well, as they continue to work hard on their cheers and advanced stunting skills.  They look great in their new uniforms and are a great addition to the sports offered at Countryside Academy.  They were especially excited about being able to perform during the recent Texas Coral pep assembly. The high school squad is cheering for both boys and girls high school basketball games and their seasons will end mid February.  Ashley Zeller has been real force behind them looking so good as she is teaching them cheers, dances, and stunts she has/is used/using in cheerleading herself.  The girls really like working hard for her and learning their new skills from her.
Spanish Club
Spanish Club has met only once this year but will start up again after the basketball season wraps up.

Fundraising
Mrs. Woodruff and I work together on various fundraising projects with students after school, during games, etc. to raise money for the different activities here at Countryside that have no funding, i.e., prom, movie-game nights, selling concessions at sports events, trips, etc.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Kim Silfven
English 10:  Studied the play The Crucible by Arthur Miller; discussed Puritanism in early America; Learned about McCarthyism and the “Communist Scare”; did activity to demonstrate how the students as individuals might react in a similar situation with “Is There Honor in the Honor Code?”; Discussed and viewed “The Power of One”; Learned about internal and external setting, prologue/overture, characterization, drama/theatre, dialogue, stage, showing vocal expression, irony, theme. Worked on The Crucible packets (included - background, theatre, vocabulary, short essay, short answer, character sketches, etc.); Wrote about setting the stage for the play using internal and external settings; Did in-class writing and peer review/teacher review; Did re-writing of essay to improve grade; Did group power point projects on the Salem witch trials and McCarthyism and individual reaction papers; Watched “The Crucible”; Beginning unit on Classicism/Romanticism; Reading Edgar Allen Poe.

English 11:  Read Beowulf and completed study guides; studied and listened to Old English; Learned about England and the Anglo-Saxons (Power point); Discussed what comprises a hero; Learned about Anglo-Saxon riddles and wrote/presented their own; Terms – kenning, comitatus, blood feud, irony, foreshadowing, pagan, fate/destiny, thanes, wergild, scope, epic poem, peace-weavers, oral literature, etc. Did individual/group projects (their choice) ranging from creating a scene from Beowulf using sculpture to creating a playable board game to writing a script and taping a Beowulf scene, all accompanied with written summaries and presented to class; Learned a bit of background to Shakespeare in preparation for the field trip to see his play Twelfth Night; Went over synopsis of play, Elizabethan (Modern) English; Theatre in Shakespeare’s day; Wrote Performance Reviews after seeing play; Reading The Canterbury Tales; History of the English language power point; Geoffrey Chaucer’s England power point;  Christianity and The Canterbury Tales power point; Listened to the Prologue being read in Middle English; Read/discussed “The Pardoner’s Tale”; Beginning “The Wife of Bath’s Tale.”

English 12:  Read Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neal Hurston and completed study guides; learned about the Harlem Renaissance; studied dialect, slang, jargon, Ebonics, colloquialism, metaphor, symbolism, figurative language, foreshadowing, characterization, novel; Wrote character analysis of character of choice in novel; Discussed relationships – love, friendship, love of self; Did group projects of various audio tapes discussing Hurston and the Harlem Renaissance and presented to class; Did individual projects ranging from power point presentations to interviews to creating web pages and Facebook pages based on the novel, the author, and/or the Harlem Renaissance and presented to class; Watched “Oprah Winfrey Presents: Their Eyes Were Watching God”;  Began Modern Africa – history and literature; Reading novel Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe; Viewed/discussed Igbo culture; listened to Igbo music; discussed European colonialism of Africa; Discussed cultural bias, views of women, questioning the status quo; Completing study guides.

Drama:  Readers’ Theatre terms and techniques; Practice and perform Readers’ Theatre pieces for upper elementary; Learned about Shakespeare and Theatre in Elizabethan England; In preparation for field trip discussed play Twelfth Night  by Shakespeare; Assignment sheets to use during play – setting, characterization, blocking, upstaging, gestures, costumes, lighting, sound, enunciation ,expression; Wrote performance reviews; Went over playwright Arthur Miller and The Crucible in preparation for adapting a section of it for Readers’ Theatre to perform for the English 10 classes; Watched theatrical production of “The Crucible”; Auditioned for/rehearsed The Crucible, Act III; Performed The Crucible, Act III for Mrs. Krejci’s English 10 and Ms. Silfven’s English 10 classes; Watched  Dr. Suess’s “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” I preparation for converting it to Readers’ Theatre production; Rehearsed/performed “The Grinch…” for 6 upper elementary classes; Beginning Theatre exercises for ensemble work/memorization.

Writing for Publication/Yearbook:  Solicited ads and sold yearbooks; Made first payment deadline; Covering various athletic events, social events, “school spirit” events; Senior Superlatives; Senior baby photos; Candids; Jostens representative came and assisted in page ladders/photos, answered questions; Upload and tag photos; Trouble with only camera – no longer reads card, so can only take a very few number of photos at a time – need new camera!; work on finishing/submitting pages.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bruce Frazee

My Algebra I roster has changed significantly since the beginning of the school year. Two of my students left the school, three new students were added to the class and three students (all new to our school this year) had to be moved to a lower math class at the end of the first quarter. The twelve students that remain are working on the fourth chapter of our curriculum. This pace is about one full chapter behind the progress of recent years.  Our pace has definitely improved since the class size decreased at the end of the first quarter so hopefully we can get back on schedule sometime during the third quarter.  We are currently working on a unit that requires students to recognize, write, graph, and solve mathematical functions. 

Ten of the seventeen students in my Geometry class ended the first quarter with a grade of 80% or greater.  The students in this class are well behaved and a joy to work with. Recently I had the class work in small groups writing several proofs. The students worked diligently and had good success reasoning through the problem set. Over 120 definitions, postulates, and theorems have been learned and memorized during the school year and the students were able to use this information while writing their arguments. We are currently working on constructions which only allow the use of a straight edge and compass. New geometry kits were purchased this year and they are fantastic — the best tools that I have been able to offer my geometry students in my ten plus years of teaching geometry. 

Algebra IIA completed a unit on matrices before the beginning of our Christmas break. My students learned how to solve systems of linear equations by changing them to matrix equations. Graphing calculators were then used to work with the resulting matrices to produce solutions. Currently, we are exploring five different ways to solve quadratic equations.

My final two classes (Algebra 1-2, and Pre-algebra) are, as mentioned in my first report of the year, composed of students who have struggled in math at the high school level and thus are not at grade level. Many of these students struggle in multiple subjects and often poor attendance is a contributing factor. Algebra 1-2 is a small class of six students and the majority of them work diligently, ask excellent questions and will likely receive a passing grade for the semester. During the first quarter, my Pre-algebra students worked on basic math skills and were not allowed to use a calculator. Throughout the remainder of the year the students will receive practice using calculators. Scientific and graphing calculators are power tools and I want these students to be able to use these tools skillfully. 

FARE THEME EXAMPLES: When learning how to read and interpret graphs, my Algebra I students use data that is generated by the school’s weather station. Story problems involving forestry, gardening, and climate have also been included this quarter.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scott Pfeiffer
Civics

After an in-depth study of the Constitution, including an emphasis on the Bill of Rights, students have begun studying the three branches of the government, beginning with the Legislative Branch.  Students have spent time learning about the requirements to be a Representative or Senator, as well as the job responsibilities these people have.  Students are currently working on a “Student Congress” project in which they, working in groups, research a current issue, formulate a solution to the problem, write a bill and present it to the rest of their classmates.  Then, they will debate about whether or not the whole “Congress” should pass the bill.

Moving on from the Legislative Branch, students will learn about the Executive and Judicial Branches to conclude the semester. 

Sociology

Students in Sociology have been keeping busy learning about many varied concepts.  The students finished our unit on culture and are currently working on social structures, with special attention paid to items like social classes, income inequality, relationships between race, gender and income and so on.

Students will conclude the semester with this unit on social structures.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Maria Woodruff

Biology
The biology class has spent much of the semester learning about cells and their functions. They found out that cells are composed of organelles and that each has a specific task that it carries out. The students enjoyed making cell models to present to the class and display for others. During this section we also talked about the cell membrane and its ability to let materials in and out of the cell. The students saw this modeled in our osmosis and diffusion lab for which we used eggs to represent cells. The class also studied photosynthesis (which takes place in plant cells). In the lab the students saw plants (seaweed) producing oxygen when in the presence of light. They learned how energy is derived from the food we eat by the process of cellular respiration. The class made connections between plants and animals by realizing that the products and reactants of photosynthesis and cellular respiration are very similar. Each student made a diagram of these connections using an autotroph and heterotroph of their choice. The students also had the opportunity to see pictures of cells doing mitosis (dividing) using our micro-slide viewers in the lab. 

Computer

The computer class finished our section on Microsoft Word. The students learned how to format text, change paragraph spacing, and manipulate the margins of a document. They also practiced setting up tabs, sorting a list, and adding bullets and numbering to text. We are currently working in the PowerPoint program. The students are learning how to set up a presentation using design templates and slide layouts. 

Geometry

The geometry class has spent much of the time studying logic and proofs. The students started out learning about logical statements and the converses of those statements. This led into theorems and proofs because conditional logic statements are the basis of all geometric theorems. We have spent time learning about the properties of triangles and quadrilaterals. The class also learned about the properties of the angles formed when two parallel lines are crossed by a transversal. We are now studying a section on triangle congruence. The students are struggling with the ability to construct two column proofs using the triangle congruence theorems. 
Algebra I

The algebra class spent a great deal of time practicing operations with integers and learning to solve equations. Most students do not possess these skills when they start algebra, but they are fundamental for success in the rest of algebra and other high school math classes. After tackling solving equations we reviewed solving proportions and working with percents. There was also a section on solving and graphing inequalities. Since the concept of solving inequalities is similar to solving equations this provides students with some extra practice on an important skill. We are currently learning about functions and starting to investigate graphing equations in the coordinate plane. The problem solving on location section in our books incorporates the F.A.R.E. theme and practices students’ ability to solve story problems dealing with real life situations. The last section that we did was based in Illinois and dealt with bullfrogs’ ability to jump and snake anti-venom supplies. There are also problems within each assignment section that deal with F.A.R.E. related topics. For example, one of the problems had students estimating the number of trout in a body of water by using capture recapture data.  

National Honor Society

The National Honor Society has had several meetings this year. We continue to monitor the group’s members and their success (both academic and social) at our school. The NHS service project for this year is working to organize the science lab. This has proven to be no easy task since the lab is being used by both junior high and high school students. We started this task by washing, sorting, and organizing all of the glassware. The students also took the initiative to go through boxes and find places for materials so that there would be more room for larger classes to work in the lab. It is always a pleasure to spend time and interact with these students.

Fundraising & Student Activities

One of the fundraisers that we have worked on this year is selling concessions and taking money at the door for all of our home basketball games. We have also held several successful movie/game nights this year. These evenings can include any of the following depending on what the students in attendance choose to do: Xbox games, Wii games, ping pong, chess, card games (like uno), a movie, and an open gym. We also had a Halloween dance towards the end of October. The students enjoyed attending in costume and trying to figure out who was in the gorilla suit!  They were very well behaved and had a great time. All of these things are an opportunity to make some money, but more importantly they are great student activity opportunities for the school. We tried to have a poinsettia sale to raise money but very few students sold plants. We are currently looking into doing a gas pump towards the end of this month. 

Prom
Plans are underway for another great prom. We are currently looking into finding a location and scheduling a date for the event. One of the locations that we are looking into is the Sarett Nature Center, where prom was held last year. Once this task is complete we are going to enter our school into a contest that one of the prom supply catalogs is holding. This contest provides an opportunity to win prizes that include free prom supplies. The winners are based on the number of votes the school receives. We have faith that our Countryside family will help us rack up the votes and win a great prize!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fred Frazee

Physics students are studying motion.  Acceleration, Freefall and Inertia are the topics at hand.  The math is difficult enough and requires the use of old skills used in new ways.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Nancy Arbut

Health Education students are completing Unit III, Nutrition.  We completed a study of the Digestive System, the Basic Nutrients and the role they play in maintaining our health.  To become better informed consumers we studied “label reading”.  Students are more aware of the importance of this skill in making healthy lifestyle choices.  We examined the difference in highly processed foods vs. whole (fresh) foods and the effect these choices have on our health.

In the computer lab students created their own “personal nutrition/activity” pyramid using the FDA’s “My Pyramid” site.  This provided students with the number of calories they need per day, nutrients and the amount of activity they should have each day.  With the new knowledge of nutrition and the funds from the PTO we used our science project funds to sample healthy snacks and cooked and ate healthy foods in the wet lab.

To better understand the problem with Fast Foods students selected a meal from three different Fast Food Restaurants.   From charts provided from the restaurants students calculated the total fat, sodium, fiber, protein, and carbs in each meal to better understand the “empty calories” in Fast Foods and the role they play in obesity and under-nourishment.

Students examined the problems associated with fad diets and eating disorders awareness.  Emphasis is on moderation and a balanced diet.  Diet is viewed as a noun that includes sustainable eating vs. dieting as a verb in unsustainable eating.  To complete the unit students created a healthy, three day, three meal menu plan.

Junior High School

John Koehler 
Middle School Math

As this first semester nears completion I am encouraging students to finish these last four weeks with a solid effort and try to achieve the highest grade possible.  

Recently the Math lessons in the 7th grade have become increasingly more challenging and difficult but they seem to be keeping up and I am pleased with both effort and behavior.

Behavior has been excellent among the 8th graders also and they seem to be making an effort to improve their grades.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mrs. James - 6th Grade

English:  The students have been working on polishing their writing, using the 6+1 traits.  We worked on topic creation, and then began working on organization.  Through evaluating sample writings, as well as creating their own, we are working to polish each trait further as the year progresses.  Students have also worked on learning concepts of grammar that will improve their writing.  We have already talked about sentence structure, nouns, verbs, modifiers, capitalization and punctuation, and pronouns.  The goal is that each student is comfortable working with these before finals.  We will then begin to look at prepositional phrases.  Students have also been reading several stories, examining new vocabulary, and improving spelling.  We have also done several activities to assess comprehension.  

Science:  Students are working on a plate tectonics and fossils unit in science.  We have already discussed Earth's interior, drifting continents, convection within the Earth, and sea-floor spreading.  Students built models to help reinforce the concept of sea-floor spreading.  We then moved on to earthquakes, and students put their new knowledge of earthquake resistant construction to use through building and testing their own "houses".  We are currently exploring volcanoes, and students will experiment with viscosity of substances and relate this to magma.  They will also do a documentary about life in a particular volcanic region.  We will conclude this unit with a study of fossils.  Students will learn what fossils can tell us about the past.  They will also work on a project where each group investigates a particular geologic time period, and becomes an expert, creating a brochure about this time period and illustrating it on our huge class timeline.

Math:  In math, students have been working on fractions.  So far this year, we have learned about graphs and interpreting data, operations with whole numbers and decimals, variables and formulas, and are now onto fractions.  Students will conclude this unit by examining real-life situations involving the use of fractions, and creating solutions.  We will finish our semester with geometry.  This will involve exploring congruence, constructions, and parallel lines.  

FARE:  We are exploring food products and how they go from the beginning to end stages of production.  Students are researching where each food began, from a list of foods I pre-selected.  For example, looking at peanut butter, we know peanuts are the main ingredient.  The student would research where peanuts grow, how they grow, how they are harvested, and where they go from there to eventually be peanut butter.  This will include information on the process of making peanut butter in the factory.  The student takes this all the way from peanut, to finished jar of peanut butter in their kitchen.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mr. Furney - 6th Grade
Language Arts


We have begun focusing our freshly remastered grammar and spelling skills into well crafted essays and papers. Our current concentration is directed toward opinion, persuasion, and argumentative papers, but we will be utilizing other forms of expression such as poetry and expository writing. We will continue to see our AR scores increase now that we have daily access to the Accelerated Reader software in the classroom.
Math


Our most recent math projects have been submersed in Algebraic expressions and positive and negative number relationships. We will be utilizing these skills to further the concepts with regards to fractions, decimals, and percents. We plan to maintain use of everything we have done formerly and continue to do so with little to no calculator use in hopes to have a stronger understanding of the concepts and their relationships.
Social Studies


We have spent a great deal of time on Geography this year while understanding its role on history and culture. Our latest project has been focused on Land Use, Environmental Interaction, Future Energy, and their relationship with Culture. 
F.A.R.E.

We have been discussing and comparing the effects of interactions between humans and the environment and what possible benefits and consequences come from our daily uses and adaptations.  With more understanding, we hope to be able to predict better solutions for current and future issues of land use on a global scale.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scott Pfeiffer  

7th Grade Social Studies

The students in Seventh Grade Social Studies have spent a lot of time learning about the history, cultures and economies on the continent of Europe.  We will conclude this unit on Europe by the close of the first semester.  Students have learned about the accomplishments and legacies of the Ancient Greeks and Romans, the chaos that was Europe during the Middle Ages and lastly, what life is like in Europe today.  

Beginning the second semester, we will start our unit on the Geography, History, Economies and cultures of the continent of Africa.

8th Grade History

The eighth grade students have been studying a great deal about the American Revolution.  We began by learning about England’s troubles with France and how they started the process of the creation of the United States of America.  Students worked in groups to complete a newscast covering a major event from the Revolutionary Era, and have been engaging in other assignments designed to help them learn the material and think critically about the issues of the time.  

Upon concluding our unit on the American Revolution, the students will begin an in-depth study of the creation of the Constitution and how our government works.  After that, we will study the westward movement of Americans across the United States.    

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mrs. Christopher  6th, 7th and 8th Grade Language Arts

Mr. Michael Feener, a future teacher, is a student at Atlantic Union College, MA.  He has been with our 7th and 8th grades for three weeks.  He observed for two weeks and then introduced and taught five lessons from The Red Badge of Courage to the 8th graders.  The high light of the week was a visit from a Union soldier, Mr. Rigoni.  He informed the students about the life of the soldier during the war and explained the equipment and uniform as he “dressed” one of the young men.  Mr. Feener will finish the requirements for his class by introducing the Call of the Wild and teaching five lessons   to the seventh graders. 

The seventh graders gave demonstrations speeches the week before vacation.  They were each given a rubric explaining the requirements for the three to five minute speech.  The topics were varied-from how to play a card game to playing a guitar.  It was fun. 


The FARE theme has been easy to include into our art and computer classes.  The 8th graders are always eager to collect the recycling.   Applesauce and cinnamon were the two ingredients that students used to make ornaments.  They mixed, rolled, and cut as the cinnamon aroma filled the building.   During our art times we will continue with realistic drawings of animals emphasizing adding tone and texture to make our drawings more realistic.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fred Frazee
Seventh Grade Science students are working through a unit on ecology.  We have begun the year using science expectations as a context in which to learn how to learn.  Students have been introduced to a series of lessons titled “Learning in Silence”, “Learning in Small Group Discussions” and, “Learning in Large Group Discussions”.  Admittedly, I place temptation in the path of a thirteen year-old when I ask them to sit and observe a live crayfish without talking.  For some it is too much to ask, but most handle the challenge well.  What a priceless skill.

In a companion lesson students were given the opportunity to study written materials along with additional crayfish observations.  Students discuss with one or two others their findings.  Soon they will be prepared to integrate what they have learned about the crayfish with past studies of food chains, and food webs, and the movement of energy in an ecosystem.  With a modicum of knowledge I’ll ask students to participate in a group discussion with clear rules emphasizing good manners and productive intent.   

Eighth Grade Science students are studying earth science.  I am attempting to integrate as much of the high school program as possible into this class.  We are currently studying geology.

