ELEMENTARY SITE REPORT

OCTOBER 2011
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL – Mrs. Brookshire
We are off and running, the 2011.2012 school year is in full swing.  The students and teachers are settled, learning is taking place.  All assessments are done, Title I staff and grade level teachers were able to review testing data and set up objectives with interventions for students not performing at grade level.  Grade level teachers are working together to ensure the new common core standards are being implemented and aligned with our current curriculum.  If all goes as planned by the state, our current kindergarten students will be the 1st group not to take the MEAP assessment. There is limited information in regards to the new common core assessment. The common core focuses on more project based class work.  

 Melissa Beckmann and I presented at CMU’s Back to School event in Lansing on September 28th.  We presented on three main points: RtI/Data Drops, Progress Reports and Student Agendas. We briefly mentioned the schools discipline and student attendance policies. We had several questions about Countryside’s procedures and policies. I received a phone call from another CMU charter school that wanted more in depth information in regards to our progress reports.

At the Millburg campus, the students were able to harvest a small number of pumpkins from the garden. We are making strides to help students who are not performing at grade level.  Mrs. Craig is paid through our Title I Class Size Reduction funding. This funding allows our 1st grade students to be divided into thirds during math instructional time. The 2nd grade students are also divided into smaller groups.  Millburg students will soon have the chance to become a part of the 1st Chance program.  They are currently in preliminary stages, with a tentative start date of Oct 17th.  Depending on numbers of students that enroll, those students with the greatest need will be selected to attend first.   

The Meadowbrook campus, our fall F.A.R.E day is in the planning stages. Mrs. Hollacher and Ms. Hartsell are planning this event together.  Our 5th grade students and all 3rd-6th grade summer school students were invited to attend the Benton Harbor Rotary Club pumpkin float.  A few staff members and I will be chaperoning this event on Saturday Oct. 8th.  Ms. Taylor is our new math interventionist for 3rd-6th grade.  She is very familiar with most of the upper students due to her prior position as the 1st chance site coordinator. 

YOUNG FIVES – Mrs. Miolen
Young Fives started the year with our friend “Clifford the Big Red Dog”.  We learned that everyone can be a friend and have lots of friends.  We are learning the names of all the friends in our classroom.  We are learning about manners and how you use manners to make friends.   
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(Young Fives, continued)

Young Fives are quickly learning the school routine.  We are learning to be responsible for our workboxes, folders, backpacks, & jackets.  We are learning to take turns, walk in line, use inside voices, and to keep trying.  Coloring, pasting, and cutting are already showing big improvements.   

Young Fives are learning to recognize the Zoo Phonics Animal friends and to recognize our own names. Some are already spelling their names without help.  We had fun learning to make colors and retelling the “Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See?” story.  We even brought our own teddy bears to school to introduce to our friends. 

Young Fives are looking forward to the fall season.  This week we will be learning about apples.  We will be sharing apple juice, apple butter, apple sticks, caramel apples, and making applesauce.  The fire truck will be visiting us soon as we learn about fire safety.  We can’t wait to see what will be harvested from our school’s own garden.       

KINDERGARTEN – Ms. Stewart and Mrs. Wagner
Kindergarten is off to a great start.  Hard to believe we are already a month into school!  The kindergartners are settling in nice and getting used to our routines.

In language arts we are working on identifying letters and the letter sounds.  We are also learning to write simple sentences, learning that they start with a capital letter and end with a period.  Our Reading Street series is also going strong.  We have learned about characters, setting, and sequence in a story.  They have also been practicing writing their names correctly.

In math we have been working on patterns, counting forward and backwards, measuring and comparing with different lengths of paper.  The students really enjoyed learning about measuring with different tools.  They got the chance to measure water and beans, with different size glasses and decide which ones held more.  We worked on a couple class graphs, one on their age and one on which month they were born in.  It was neat for them to see what months had the most birthdays and which ones had no birthdays.

In science we have been exploring the five senses.  We had the opportunity to explore tomatoes with all our senses.  They got to taste it, smell it, see it, and their favorite part, squish it.   Feel the juice, and hear it squish in their hands.  When we were exploring sight, the students described objects without giving the name and had their partners guess what they were describing.

In social studies the students have been talking about getting along with each other, how to make friends, and their families.  The students have also been talking about the Pledge of Allegiance and why we recite it.

FIRST GRADE – Mrs. Douglas and Ms. Sprague
First grade has been busy, busy, and busy! We spent the first couple of weeks going over rules, dress code, and our expectations.  Everyone seems to be working well together.  We had a good turn out for Back to School Night.  Many parents came to meet the teachers and checkout the classrooms.

Reading:

The students love reading from the big hard cover books!  The students enjoy the stories, songs, and posters that go with each story.  
We are working hard to stress the core curriculum this year.  
Math:

In math we have spent a lot of time learning the correct way to write our numbers.  We have finished the first unit in our Everyday Math books.  Students have been working on counting tally marks and recording tally marks, as well as telling the number that is either one more or one less than a number.  We have also learned several math games including: number line squeeze, penny-dice game, top-it, and rolling for 50.  We are using flex grouping for math this year and so far we are excited about the possibilities.

Social Studies:

We spent time learning about our country, community, families, leaders, rules, and jobs.  We are also working hard on reading graphs and maps.

Science:

 In Science we are working on properties and attributes.  This is a fun unit and one that most students are very successful in.  

FARE:

In FARE, we have spent some time talking about what FARE means.  We are getting started in our FARE lessons with discussing fall and characteristics of the season.  We have also extended lessons from science to learn more about living and nonliving things.  

Writing:

In writing we have begun working on writing sentences. We have worked on writing sentences using the sight words that we are learning.  First graders have spent a lot of time working on handwriting and writing the letters correctly.

SECOND GRADE – Miss Schmaltz and Mr. Gallagher
Welcome Back!

Writing:  In writing, students are focusing on the sentence.  They are studying subjects and predicates, writing descriptively, and starting their first paragraphs.  They are also reviewing punctuation and capital letters.  Students have begun BME’s—Beginning, Middle, and End summaries of reading selections.  Included in that are discussions about genre, characters, and setting. 

ELA- English/Language Arts:  Students love having their own workbooks and reading their new stories.  This unit of study focuses on Exploration.  We had an interesting story about an urban girl moving to a rural area and making a new friend.  She and her friend, Walter, explored the countryside and Iris decided it wasn’t so bad after all.  Students had a nonfiction story about exploring space and the differences between space and living on Earth.  They were surprised that astronauts had to sleep standing up, take sponge baths, and have food trays strapped to them!  Henry and his dog, Mudge, loved camping in the next story.  Students could really relate this to their lives!

Science:  Miss Schmaltz is teaching Landforms as the Unit of study in Science class.  Students built sand models of hills, valleys, plateaus, mountains… and are currently discussing how water formations formed and what the water cycle is.  

Social Studies:  Mr. Gallagher is reviewing the compass rose, directions, how to use directions, and read simple maps of parks and schoolyards.  We enjoy using our big book to learn about people and places.  New vocabulary includes: group, leader, rule, neighborhood, and community, market, rural, and urban— this ties in nicely with our reading stories.  What a great way to learn across the curriculum!

Math:  Students are refreshing their memories in Math.  We are looking at number patterns, how to use a hundreds grid, time, money, and simple addition.  Soon we will start addition number stories and turnaround facts.

THIRD GRADE – Ms. DeVries and Mrs. Maly
It has been a wonderful beginning to the 2011/12 school year. The students have all made a smooth transition to Meadowbrook. Back To School Night and the Penny Carnival were excellent opportunities to meet new parents and get to know returning parents. Ms. DeVries is starting a 4-H soon and saw a few families come for more information at the first organizational meeting. For Constitution Day, we did some activities and research about the constitution. These activities culminated in a visit from a lawyer named Rebecca Sanford, who taught us about how the constitution was used to form our rules in school and society. This was a wonderful opportunity to meet a professional and many thanks go to Judge Mabel Mayfield for organizing this event. Meanwhile, we have also been learning a lot in our core subject areas.

In reading, we are well into our first unit. We have read such stories as “What About Me? which is a fable that taught us a moral about how to gain knowledge, and “Boom Town,” a realistic fiction story that takes place during the gold rush. We have learned about bartering and trading, and in the next few weeks, we will continue learning about this unit’s theme, which is dollars and sense. While reading these stories, we have been learning about such concepts as sequence, homonyms, and visualizing. Some of the phonics lessons we have taught include ones on adding endings and reading words with long vowels.

There have been a few different writing projects already completed. Some of our larger writing projects so far include writing a personal narrative about a time we spent in nature, an essay comparing and contrasting two different versions of “Stone Soup,” and a descriptive essay about someone we look up to. In order to have students write more pieces and with greater ease, we are doing many different projects, but not necessarily taking them all to second and final drafts. This will allow the students to get comfortable with writing independently, similar to what is expected on the fourth grade MEAP.

In math, we have been reviewing and expanding on previously taught concepts. We recently completed unit 1 with a test that included a variety of topics such as clocks, money, and patterns. We have been working hard on teaching (for some students) and reviewing (for others) how to add and subtract multiple digit numbers with borrowing. Overall, the third grade teachers have been quite impressed with the abilities of these wonderful students. Our second unit will teach addition and subtraction in greater depth, which will include many different kinds of story problems.

We are already through a good portion of the light and sound unit in science. So far, the focus has been on light. We learned how light helps us see. We also got to see how our pupils adjust when the lights get turned off or on. We have done several experiments with flashlights and a variety of other materials. Some of our experiments included learning about how shadows are made and what causes them to change shape and size. We were able to observe shadows outside and see how shadows differ at various times during the day.

(Continued on the next page)
(3rd grade, continued)

In social studies, we are being introduced to the great state of Michigan. We are learning about what makes our state unique and wonderful. These characteristics of our state have led us to discussions and lessons about the great lakes, the state symbols and the state flag. We have also learned about some of the oldest and largest cities in our state. This will give us a good basis to begin learning about the first citizens known to have lived here in Michigan.

Besides these subject areas, we have found many opportunities to expand our academic learning into other activities that involve the F.A.R.E. theme. In the second week of the school year, we were able to incorporate a lesson about getting along into an activity that involved making chocolate chip cookies. We learned that without one of the ingredients in the recipe (or one of the students in the class), our cookies would not be so delicious. More recently, we read two different versions of the fable, “Stone Soup.” In one of the versions, we learned that it was not the stone that was magical, but all of the people working together to make such a wonderful concoction;. Then, we made ‘magic’ of our own when many students brought in ingredients to put into making our own stone soup at school. We also made applesauce recently, made with fresh apples. In both of these endeavors, we were able to discuss where the food comes from and were able to see the agricultural products in fresh form used in delicious recipes for foods that we often see premade in the stores. It is lessons like these that not only teach us about food and agriculture, but are able to transfer even further into lifelong learning lessons. This has helped to provide everyone in third grade, from the students to the teachers and the parents, with a wonderful beginning to a new school year.

FOURTH GRADE – Mrs. Barrett and Mr. Zuccala
The beginning of the school year has gone very smoothly thus far and that has been a very welcome sight.  The students have done a very nice job so far and seem really eager to show the teachers what they can do academically.

In Language Arts and Reading we have been working very hard on activities that the students will see on the upcoming MEAP test.  Those activities include reading comprehension, vocabulary, and English mechanics practice.  The students have worked diligently on such subjects as compare and contrast, sequencing, and cause/effect.  All of these items have also come in handy with the students’ writing.  Mrs. Sandy Christopher has been working with the students three days a week on various writing prompts in hopes of increasing Countryside’s MEAP writing scores.  So far, the work done in Reading and Language Arts coupled with Mrs. Christopher’s expertise, really seems to be paying off as the students writing has been much improved over last year.

(Continued on the next page)
(4th grade, continued)
In Social Studies, the students just finished their first unit talking about Historians and Geographers.  They also learned the five themes of Geography and how they apply when describing a location or a place.  The children seemed to do a pretty good job of grasping concepts that they were not totally aware of prior to them being in 4th grade.   The first assessment will be a real challenge to see how much the students really comprehend the material.

In math we have jumped right into our math books and have already completed the first unit. The students have been learning about geometry. The students have mastered line segments, rays, using their compass, and all kinds of polygons. We are now moving into unit 2 and reviewing place value and interpreting data and graphs. Subtraction has also become an area that we are spending some extra time with reviewing during this first part of the year. We want to make sure everyone is ready when we move onto mastering our times tables!! 

Science has started out great!! We have spent time discussing and using the scientific method and how we can each become wonderful scientists. We are starting the year with discussing States of matter. We have finished our labs on solids and liquids and are working on gases. The students really enjoy the hands on projects and are grasping the concepts very quickly. 

We look forward to the very busy month leading up to Thanksgiving break.   We will continue to motivate the students to work hard. 

FIFTH GRADE – Mrs. Hollacher and Mr. Furney
Fifth grade has started out well this year! Students seem ready to learn and are working well together for the most part. Cooperation is the name of the game this year, especially in regards to the science curriculum!

Science: Students have been learning about force and motion by creating a Slo-Mo Coaster. The goal of that experiment was to make a marble move slowly down a ramp. This required students to understand basic concepts of motion including how friction works to slow objects down, how ramp height affects speed and how force is required to make objects move. Most groups worked well together and created interesting and varied coasters. Now we are working with speed calculations and the difference between average speed and instantaneous speed. Stop by and see science in action!
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(5th grade, continued)
Social Studies: An overview of the world, and the ways that we categorize and measure it, have been at the forefront of Social Studies this year. We have discussed the Five Themes of Geography, Cartography, and Longitude and Latitude. We have most currently been visiting the First Peoples of North America, exploring their histories, achievements, and contributions to history. We will soon be delving into European Exploration and trade and pre-Sixteenth Century life in Africa.

Language Arts: We have spent time working on reading comprehension and listening skills. Students have been evaluated and organized into reading groups so that we can focus on different reading tasks. The students are excited about participating in Accelerated Reading again this year. They especially like to see their name move down the A/R chart in the hallway by the bathroom. It’s a good conversation starter about the importance of reading at home! We’ll be finished with Unit 1 in about 2 more weeks.

Next, Hollacher is planning to use the trade book, Hatchet, to continue Unit 1’s theme, “How people need to adapt to a changing world”. 

Math: Students are working on beginning skills in multiplication and place value to prepare for the upcoming MEAP test. Students need review on rounding to given place values and multiplication facts as many students didn’t review over the summer. This year the order of teaching skills will vary from the past as the Common Core expectations are what we’ll be using to organize the lessons.

MUSIC – Mrs. Peppel
We have gotten off to a great start this year in elementary music.  The lower elementary students are learning some great songs to begin the school year.  They are also learning five of the notes on the treble clef with the help of Freddie the frog.  They are learning the difference between steady beat and rhythmic beat and we are now starting the songs for fall and for Halloween.  They are doing GREAT!!  The upper elementary students are also learning some great songs to begin the school year.  They have learned about the staff, the clefs, measure, repeat signs, and the value of notes in music.  We have done some listening of classical pieces as well as learned a few songs from other cultures.  They are also starting the fall and Halloween songs and they just love them.










